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Barnstaple, 


February  20th,  1908. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural 


District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I begf  to  present  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  Sanitar}'  condition 
of  the  District  for  the  year  1907. 

The  general  health  compares  most  favourably  with  that  of 
previous  years  and  with  that  of  ihe  Rural  Population  of  England 
and  Wales  for  1907. 


Rural  District.  Rural  Population  of  England 
and  Wales  for  1907. 


Death  Rate  per  1000  living  ...  i4'27 


147 

25-6 


Birth  Rate 


21-23 


Zymotic  Death  Rate  ... 

Infant  Mortality,  per  1000  births 


1 00-0 


0-41 


106  o 


0-91 


I beg  to  remain, 


Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  R.  HARPER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  1907, 

Of  the  Rural  District  of  the  Barnstaple  Union. 


The  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Barnstaple  has  an  area  of  132,059 
acres,  and  consists  of  35  parishes  divided  into  three  districts,  viz  ; — 


Acreage. 

Population  at 
last  census,  1901 

No. 

1 — Barnstaple 

...  36,142 

6.198 

No. 

2 — Ilfracombe 

. • . 

...  39,824 

6,142 

No. 

3 — Combmartin  ... 

• • • 

...  56,093 

5,352 

The  population  of  the  whole  district  at  the  last  census,  1901, 
numbered  17,692,  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  being  4, 077,  making 
the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  4‘33. 


House  Accommodation. 

As  in  all  rural  districts  this  is  a difficulty  which  is  very  gradually 
being  overcome,  but  will  take,  especially  in  a district  of  the  character  of 
North  Devon,  a considerable  time  before  the  house  accommodation  will 
be  adequate  In  certain  parts  of  the  district  overcrowding  is 
noticeable  particularly  so  in  Braunton,  Combmartin,  Georgeham  and 
Swimbridge  ; it  exists  almost  entirely  as  the  result  of  the  occupation  of 
cottages  possessing  two  bedrooms  only.  No  class  of  cottage  for  a rural 
area  will  suffice  unless  it  has  three  bedrooms  and  two  living  rooms  and 
can  be  obtained  at  a rent  of  1/6  to  2/-  per  week. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Since  last  year’s  report  the  following  additional  details  with  regard 
to  sewerage  and  drainage  have  to  be  noted  : 

(a)  The  scheme  for  the  Westleigh  village  drainage  has  been  prepared 
and  is  now  before  the  Local  Government  Board  for  their  consideration. 


(h)  The  sewerage  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  Westdown  has  been 
passed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  is  being  rapidly  pushed  on 
and  expected  to  be  ready  to  be  taken  over  during  the  early  part  of 
February. 

(c)  The  Countisbury  drainage  system  has  not  yet  been  completed. 

A full  description  of  the  systems  of  the  different  parishes  has  been  given 
in  previous  reports. 


Excrement  Disposal. 

In  the  majority  of  instances  excrement  disposal  is  obtained  by  the 
use  of  privies  which  are  kept  in  a most  unsatisfactory  and  insanitary  con- 
dition— some  being  built  directly  over  a stream  which  runs  directly 
through  a village,  and  others  overflowing  into  the  highway.  At  Croyde 
and  Georgeham  the  pail  or  dry  privy  system  has  been  adopted  and  it  is 
advisable  that  this  should  replace  the  old  method  through  the  district. 

Braunton.  Morthoe  and  Woolacombe  have  excellent  water  drainage 
systems,  by  means  of  which  their  sewage  is  carried  away  into  the  sea. 

House  Refuse. 

As  a rule  house  refuse  is  stored  in  an  uncovered  ashpit  and  is  used 
as  a garden  dressing.  At  Woolacombe,  Morthoe  and  Instow  it  is  collected 
twice  weekly  and  is  used  as  manure  over  farms. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  is  derived  from  springs,  wells  and  streams.  In  a few 
of  the  villages  there  are  public  pump  weUs,  in  others  a separate  well  for 
each  house  or  group  of  houses. 

There  are  excellent  public  water  supplies  at  Swimbridge,  Bishops 
Tawton,  Braunton,  Morthoe  and  Woolacombe. 

Combmartin  considerirfg  its  growth  in  size  and  population  has 
not  an  adequate  water  supply. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

These  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

The  register  is  not  yet  complete.  There  has  been  as  yet  no 
regular  inspection  of  Cowsheds. 


Methods  of  dealing  with  Infectious  Diseases. 

Every  house  iu  which  an  infectious  disease  occurs  is  visited  as 
soon  after  the  notilicatiou  as  possible  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  who 
forwards  a detailed  report,  upon  a form  kept  for  that  purpose,  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Disinfectants  are  supplied  and  various 
instructions  are  given.  The  premises  are  again  visited  at  the  completion 
of  convalesence  and  thoroughly  disinfected.  In  order,  however,  to  deal 
satisfactorily  with  infectious  disease  it  is  necessary  that  there  should 
be  some  means  of  isolating  cases  of  this  character  ; this  it  is  imprac- 
ticable to  do  in  the  majority  of  the  homes,  which  have  in  many 
instances  only  two  bedrooms,  and  are  then  often  over-crowded.  In 
such  a wide  district  over  100  square  miles  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  one 
central  isolation  hospital  can  be  managed  efficiently  and  economically. 
The  working  expenses  are  bound  to  be  very  heavy.  The  alternative  is  to 
adopt  a plan  which  has  already  been  discussed  by  the  Council — to  acquire 
two  cottages  in  different  parts  of  the  district  sufficiently  isolated  from 
surrounding  houses  which  can  be  kept  ready  for  use  in  an  emergency. 
This  seems  by  far  the  cheaper,  and,  under  the  present  circumstances, 
perhaps  the  most  reasonable  method,  but  is  met,  unfortunately,  by  the 
great  difficulty  of  finding  suitable  cottages.  On  the  occasion  of  an 
(mtbreak  of  diphtheria  in  one  portion  of  the  district  two  years  ago  we 
were  able  to  obtain  an  empty  cottage,  and  nursed  some  of  the  cases  there. 

There  has  been  an  average  amount  of  infectious  disease  during  the 
year.  It  has  been  found  necessary  to  close  the  following  schools  : High 
Bray  and  Braunton  for  scarlet  fever,  Arlington,  Westdown,  Berrynarbor 
and  Heanton  for  measles. 

On  referring  to  Table  III.  it  will  be  seen  that  there  were  71  cases  of 
infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year  : Diphtheria  9,  erysipelas  10, 
scarlet  fever  51,  enteric  fever  2,  and  puerperal  fever  1. 

Population. 

The  eatim.ated  population  for  the  year  1907  is  16,888.  At  the  last 
censes,  19(H,  the  population  of  the  district  was  17,092,  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses  4,097,  and  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house 
4‘33.  The  total  area  of  the  district  in  acres  is  132,059. 


Births. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  360, 
equal  to  a birth  rate  of  21 'SI  per  1000,  by  far  the  lowest  for  the  district 
on  record  ; the  average  birth  rate  for  the  last  ten  years  is  23‘86. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  rural  population  of  England  and  Wales  for 
the  year  1907  has  been  returned  as  25'6  per  1000. 


District. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

No,  1 

62 

67 

129 

No.  2 

67 

62 

129 

No.  3 

48 

54 

102 

177 

183 

360 

Number  of  illegitimate  births,  12. 

Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  is  241,  and 
includes  twelve  deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions 
beyond  the  district. 

The  death  rate  is  14*27  per  1000,  slightly  above  the  average  of  tho 
last  ten  years  (14*06  per  1000). 

The  death  rate  for  the  rural  population  of  England  and  Wales  for 
1907  was  14*7  per  1000. 


The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  deaths  and  ages  in  the 
different  districts  : — 


District 

Under 

1 

year. 

I and 
under 

5. 

5 and 
under 
15. 

Id  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

Totals. 

No.  1 

12 

4 

4 

2 

23 

31 

79 

No.  2 

8 

4 

1 

7 

21 

37 

78 

No,  3 

36 

4 

2 

0 

17 

33 

72 

36 

12 

7 

9 

61 

104 

229 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  36  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age.  a complete 
analysis  of  which  appears  in  table  5. 

The  Infant  Mortality  per  lOoO  births  is  100,  which  is  slightly 
above  the  average  of  the  last  10  years  (98*23)  ; that  for  the  Rural  Popu- 
lation of  England  and  Wales  is  106  per  1000. 

There  were  10  deaths  from  Premature  Birth  and  9 from  Pneumonia 
and  Bronchitis, 


Deaths  due  to  Zymotic  Diseases. 


Smallpox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Congh 
Diphtheria  ... 
Enteric  Fever 
Diarrhcca  ... 


No.  1. 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 


No.  2. 
0 
2 
0 
0 
2 
0 
1 


No.  3. 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Total. 

0 

4 

0 

0 

2 

1 

L 


2 5.1  8 

This  compares  very  favourably  with  190G  when  the  number  of 
deaths  was  27. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  is  0'41  ; that  for  the  Rural  Population 
of  England  and  Wales  for  1907  was  0'91  per  1000  living. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

SMALL  POX. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  this  disease. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Nine  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  been  notified.  There  were  two  deaths. 

SOARLET  FEVER. 

No.  of  cases  51.  No  deaths. 

No.  1 District  ...  11 

No.  2 „ ...  30 

No.  3 ,,  ...  10 

51 

High  Bray  and  Braunton  Schools  were  closed  for  3 weeks  on 
account  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Two  cases  occured  during  the  year.  There  was  one  death. 
Sanitary  defects  accounted  for  one  and  the  other  was  an  imported  case. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Ten  cases  notified.  No  deaths. 


Non-Notifiable  Diseases. 

MEASLES. 

This  disease  was  prevalent  in  certain  parts,  notably  Arlington, 
Berrynarbor,  Westdown  and  Heanton,  where  the  schools  were  closed  for 
periods  varying  from  2 to  3 weeks. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 


There  have  been  no  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  this  year  as 
compared  with  17  in  1906.  The  disease  has  not  been  prevalent  to  any 
extent. 

PHTHISIS. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  is  slightly  larger  than 
that  of  the  preceding  two  years,  but  it  is  distinctly  below  the  average  of 
the  last  ten  years.  Fortunately  all  over  the  country  phthisis  shows  dis- 
tinct evidences  of  decline  most  manifest  during  the  last  50  years.  Dr. 
Timbrell  Bulstrode  in  his  report  on  “ Sanatoria  for  Consumptives  and 
certain  other  aspects  of  the  Tuberculosis  Question  ” made  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  1908,  refers  to  this  point  in  the  following  striking 
sentence  : — “ In  so  far,  therefore,  as  England  and  Wales  are  concerned,  it 
would  appear  that  the  decline  in  the  phthisis  death-rate,  which  has  now 
been  manifesting  itself  for  over  half  a century,  may,  if  continued,  result 
ere  long  in  the  total  extinction  of  the  malady  ; that  the  malady  may 
indeed  follow  the  course'  taken  by  such  disease.s  as  lepro.sy,  relapsing 
fever,  typhus  fever,  malarial  fever,  etc.,  all  of  which  diseases  have  at 
least  for  the  time  being  practically  disappeared  from  the  country.’  This 
is  a most  important  statement,  coming  as  it  does  from  such  a great 
authority  as  Dr.  Bulstrode. 

In  the  rural  districts  in  particular  a further  decline  in  the  phthisis 
death-rate  may  be  confidently  expected.  The  increased  interest  taken  in 
local  sanitation,  the  more  stringent  attention  to  sanitary  defects,  the 
removal  as  far  as  possible  of  over-crowding,  and  the  better  attention  of 
the  people  themselves  in  matters  of  public  health,  are  all  tending  to  help 
towards  the  disappearance  of  so  terrible  a scourge  as  consumption. 

The  County  Council  propose,  at  a meeting  to  be  held  on  March  19th 
next,  to  discuss  the  question  of  the  po.ssibilities  of  hospital  accommodation 
for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  consumption,  and  have  prepared  a draft 
order  for  the  constitution  of  a TIo.spital  District  and  a Hospital  Committee 
for  the  whole  county  Since  it  is  recognised  that  phthisis  is  an  infectious 
disease  and  that  it  is  curable  and  preventitive,  the  > effort  is  one  which 
should  receive  the  support  of  the  district  councils  of  Devonshire.  It 
means  practically  the  equipment  of  a sanatorium  for  the  county,  which 
will  be  solely  devoted  to  the  treatment  of  cases  of  consumption,  and 
which  will  be  supported  by  the  county  itself.  This  scheme  should 
favourably  commend  itself  to  the  Barnstaple  Rural  District  Council  in 
particular,  as  this  is  a district  which  receives  a large  influx  of  visitors 
during  certain  periods  of  the  year,  and  has  become  within  the  last  few 
years  such  a popular  health  resort. 

The  phthisis  death-rate  for  the  district  per  1000  for  1907  was  0’94. 
that  for  England  and  Wales  in  1906  was  1T5  per  1000. 

The  distribution  of  the  disease  was  as  follows  : — Instow,  Swimbridge, 
Georgeham,  Heanton,  Marwood,  Morthoe,  Westdown,  Martinhoe  and 
Stoke  Rivers,  one  death  each  ; Goodleigh  and  Tawstock,  two  each  ; 
Bra  unton,  four  deaths. 


OANOBR. 


There  have  been  14  deaths  from  cancer. 


Year.  Deaths  from  Cancer. 

1903  

26 

1904  

12 

1905  

20 

1906  

16 

1907  

14 

The  distribution  of  the  disease  has 

been  as  follows  : Instow 

Landkey  2,  Braunton  3,  Berrynarbor  1, 
Loxhore  1,  Marwood  1. 

Combmartin  3,  Eastdown 

2, 

1, 


Midwives. 

The  responsibility  for  the  inspection  of  raidwives  has  been  for  the 
present  placed  by  the  County  Council  in  the  hands  of  the  local  medical 
officer  of  health.  Whilst  recognising  the  advantage  of  the  periodical 
inspection  of  midwives,  the  great  importance  of  their  education  should 
not  be  lost  sight  of.  Many  of  the  women  are  ignorant  of  the  most 
elementary  principles  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene.  Some  are  excellent  in 
every  way,  but  the  primary  importance  of  teaching  them  should  not  be 
neglected  for  the  more  or  less  perfunctory  periodical  inspections,  which 
does  not  allow  of  any  opportunity  of  giving  them  any  practical  instruction. 
The  obvious  difficulty  of  lectures  becomes  apparent  when  one  realizes  at 
what  distance  many  of  them  live  from  any  centres.  Many  are  most 
de  si  rolls  of  improving  their  knowlege,  but  are  hampered  in  some  instances 
by  the  want  of  the  education  necessary  for  study. 

The  inspection  of  midwives  would  be  best  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
whole- time  official,  preferably  a well  qualified  midwife,  who  should 
combine  with  her  inspection  the  necessary  instructions  which  many  of 
these  women  require. 


Meteorological  Table. 

This  has,  as  usual,  been  supplied  by  the  kindness  of  Thomas 
Wainwright,  Esq 


JOHN  K,  HARPER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Sanitary  Surveyor  for  1 907. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Barnstaple  Rural 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  for  your  consideration  ray  second  Annual  report  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitation  of  this  District,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that 
the  Health,  so  far  as  it  afPects  Infectious  Disease,  is  exceptionally  good  for 
a District  of  its  size.  At  the  time  of  writing,  there  are  but  six  cases 
under  treatment  which  are  confined  to  three  homes. 

The  Sanitation  of  the  District  has  made  steady  progress  and  much 
lasting  work  has  been  done.  Especially  is  this  noticeable  at  Braunton, 
Georgehara,  &c.  There  is  still  much  to  be  done,  especially  in  regard  to 
the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Disease  Incidents. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  disease  cases  notified  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  have  been  62  ; of  which  51  have  been  Scarlet 
Fever  (and  confined  to  30  families  of  which  33  were  return  cases  throueh 
insufficient  isolation),  9 Diphtheria  ; 2 Typhoid  Fever.  The  returns  show 
a small  decrease  on  the  previous  year  and  a very  marked  decrease  when 
taken  with  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years. 

Much  trouble  has  hern  occasioned  through  the  impossibility  of 
arranging  for  the  patients  to  be  properly  isolated.  Rural  Districts  gener- 
ally appear  to  he  affected  in  this  manner  and  this  District  seems  to  be  so 
in  particular.  In  many  instances  the  children  have  to  be  brought  to  the 
kitchen  to  get  a little  warmth  into  them,  owing  to  the  bedrooms  being 
without  fireplaces  and  so  the  infection  is  immediately  distributed  over  the 
entire  household.  Difficulty  arises  through  the  inability  of  getting  the 
premises  immediately  limewashed  after  each  case  of  fever,  and  it  is  very 
desirable  that  the  Council  should  provide  a packet  of  lime  powder,  as  is 
done  in  regard  to  the  disfectants. 

House  Accommodation. 

This  varies  considerably  in  different  parts  of  the  district.  Gener- 
ally there  is  a shortage  of  accommodation  for  the  working  classes  and  in 
consequence  many  cases  of  overcrowding  are  allowed  to  remain.  In  one 
instance  where  the  overcrowding  has  been  abated  the  “ejected”  tenants 
have  built  a small  wooden  hut  by  the  roadside  in  which  they  now  reiside. 
They  have  neither  water  supply  or  water  closet  accommodation  or  any 
other  kind  of  sanitary  convenience.  This  is  the  third  instance  of  its  kind 


that  has  arisen  during  the  past  six  months  and  it  will  become  a source  of 
menauce  of  the  district  if  allowed  to  remain.  Cottages  from  £5  to  £6 
are  badly  needed. 

The  district  in  regard  to  the  “ Middle  Class”  accommodation  is 
still  on  the  increase  and  thi.s  is  especially  noticeable  at  Braunton,  Woola- 
combe,  Mortehoe,  Combe  Martin,  &c'.,  where  visitors  in  the  summer  months 
concregate  to  a large  extent.  During  the  past  year  over  6o  plans  of  new 
houses,  &c.,  have  been  deposited.  Several  houses  have  been  condemned 
during  the  year,  and  this  number  would  have  been  greatly  exceeded  if 
there  had  been  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  tenants  to  move  into. 
The  alterations  to  Combe  .Martin  School  have  been  completed  and  altera- 
tions to  Mortehoe,  Parracombe,  Georgeham  and  Heanton  Schools  have 
been  carried  out.  In  the  latter  case,  Heanton  School,  there  is  still  much 
to  be  done,  especially  in  regard  to  the  Privy  Midden  accommodation  which 
is  directly  connected  with  the  School  and  is  a source  of  considerable 
danger  to  the  health  of  the  children.  At  certain  times  it  is  physically 
impossible  to  remain  in  the  Schoolroom  without  a feeling  of  nausea. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Several  sewers  have  been  extended,  re-laid  or  provided  during 
the  year. 

Braunton. — The  sewer  has  been  extended  at  Vellator  to  deep  water  thus 
abating  a long-standing  nuisance  to  passers  by  in  that  vicinity.  Two 
ventilating  shafts  have  been  erected — one  at  the  Cross  Tree,  and  one  at  the 
centre  of  the  Railway  Path  They  appear  to  be  giving  every  satisfaction, 
but  to  effectualW  ventilate  the  sewer  in  its  entire  length  it  will  be  necess- 
ary during  the  next  year  or  two,  to  erect  about  a dozen  additioual  shafts. 

Westleigl]  , — In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  this  Council,  I have 
prepared  the  necessary  plans  and  estimate  for  the  carrying  out  of  certain 
.sewerage  works  for  the  above  parish.  The  Local  Government  Board 
have  held  their  inquiry  and  the  result  of  their  deliberations  are  now  waited 
for.  The  existing  outfalls  have  received  constant  attention  daring  the 
year  so  as  to  prevent  any  further  outbreaks  of  Infectious  Disease.  This 
lias  been  succes.sfully  accorapli.shed,  except  for  one  case  of  diphtheria  which 
occured  during  the  summer. 

West  Down. — The  .Sewerage  .Scheme  for  this  parish  has  been  passed  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  work  of  construction  is  well  in  hand. 

Georgeham. — The  sewnse  of  this  parish  has  been  provided  for  during  the 
past  season  by  the  provision  of  a sewer  throughout  the  village  and  dis- 
charging into  a sewage  tank  some  distance  down  the  Meadows.  It  is  now 
practically  possible  for  every  house  to  drain  therein.  To  date,  many  have 
taken  advantage  of  this  and  have  provided  slop  water  drains.  Those  that 
have  not  done  so  have  been  served  with  notices  to  connect  and  in  a good 
many  instances  the  notices  are  .still  running. 

It  will  be  advisable  for  the  Council  to  consider  the  following  new 
works  during  the  coming  year  : — 

Braunton. — It  is  very  desirable  that  the  Sewer  from  Heanton  Street  should 


be  extended  along  the  Old  Koad  bo  as  to  take  the  drainage  of  the  several 
houses  erected  and  being  erected  there  as  the  'multiplication  of  cesspools 
so  close  to  the  Highway  is  sure  to  become  a nuisance  sooner  or  later. 

Woolacombe. — I have  received  several  complaints  during  the  year  owing 
to  nuisances  having  been  committed  on  the  Woolacombe  Beach.  It  is 
very  desirable  that  the  Council  should  consider  the  advisability  of  pro- 
viding Public  Lavatories,  as  during  the  summer  months,  the  influx  of 
visitors  and  day  trippers  amount  to  considerable  numbers,  and  it  appears 
to  be  very  necessary  that  some  sort  of  accommodation  should  be  provided. 

Excrement  Disposal  and  Refuse. 

The  moveable  pail  privy  has  been  generally  pushed  during  the 
past  year,  and  the  results  have  been  very  beneficial  and  undoubtedly 
lasting  in  effect.  In  the  course  of  time,  it  is  hoped  that  the  whole  district 
will  be  provided  in  this  manner.  Much  improvement  can  be  seen  at 
Georgehnm  in  this  respect  where  privies  over  the  stream  and  privy  pits 
have  been  done  away  with  and  the  “ Moveable  Pail  ” Siibstituted. 

In  regard  to  refuse  disposal,  the  districts  of  Mortehoe,  Woolacombe 
and  Instow  have  their  Public  Scavenger.  The  result  of  such  collection 
is  extremely  beneficial  and  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the  parishes  of 
Brauntonand  Combe  Martin  should  be  similarly  treated.  In  both  ca.ses, 
there  are  premises  with  very  little  yard  space  at  the  rear  and  the  multipli- 
cation of  open  ash-pits  which  contain  liquid  filth  is  bound  to  be  a fruitful 
source  of  danger. 

Water  Supply. 

The  districts  of  Mortehoe,  Swimbridge,  Bishop’s  Tawton,  Braunton 
and  Sauuton  are  provided  with  adequate  Public  Water  Supplies.  The 
remainder  of  the  district  is  generally  supplied  by  means  of  Public  and 
Private  Wells.  Several  have  been  reported  to  have  been  out  of  repair 
and  these  have  been  attended  to  and  the  surroundings  generally  improved. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Although  the  Urban  Powers  have  been  obtained  in  regard  to  the 
Slaughter  Houses,  nothing  definite  has  as  yet  been  attempted  owing  to 
the  pressure  of  other  work.  All  Slaughter  Houses,  so  far  as  are  known 
have  been  periodically  inspected  and  have  in  each  case  been  limewashed 
on  several  occasions  during  the  twelve  months. 

O 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  have  been  generally  visited 
although  it  has  not  been  possible  to  for  me  to  inspect  in  every  knoAvn  case. 
I have  recently  taken  a census  of  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  with  the  view 
of  compiling  an  entirely  new  Register,  and  it  is  hoped  that  during  the 
coming  year,  I shall  be  able  to  inspect  in  every'  instance. 

Up  to  the  time  of  making  this  report,  I have  had  75  applications 
to  be  Registered  as  dairymen  and  353  applications  for  exemption  ; of  this 
total  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  inspect  in  every  case  as  many  of  the 


Exemption  Applicants  as  are  known  to  be  Dairymen  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Dairy,  Cowshed,  and  Milkshop  Orders,  of  whom  75%  are  Butter- 
makers  and  Cream  Sellers. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

All  the  Factories  and  Workshops  have  been  visited  during  the 
past  year,  and  are  generall}'-  in  a fair  state.  In  several  instances  lime- 
washing has  had  to  be  done  and  notices  have  been  served  to  provide 
sufficient  closet  accommodation.  The  Bakehouses  generally,  are  in  a 
very  fair  state  and  there  is  very  little  complaint  to  be  made  in  this 
direction. 


Inspections,  See. 

Number  of  Complaints  70 

Number  of  Inspections  1,599 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  381 

Number  of  Visits  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  &c 165 

Number  of  Visits  to  Slaughter  Houses 55 

Number  of  Inspections  under  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts — ■ 

Factories  23 

Workshops  113 

Bakehouses 93 — 229 

Number  of  Inspections  to  houses  in  course  of  erection 330 

Number  of  Notices  served — 

To  provide  Earth  Closet  accommodation  77 

To  provide  proper  Privy  accommodation  12 

To  provide  proper  Water  Closet  accommodation 22 

To  provide  Flushing  Apparatus  to  Water  Closet  ...  25 

To  provide  sufficient  drainage  accommodation 66 

. To  repair  paving  of  yards 7 

To  remove  Refuse,  &c,  15 

To  repair  Pump,  &c 15 

To  limewash  premises,  &c 57 

To  make  premises  fit  for  human  habitation 6 

Summons’  Issued  to  have  premises  closed  1 


Well  Water  taken  for  Analysis 3 

Old  Wells  superceded  by  Public  Water  Supply  Several 

New  Wells  sunk  Several 

House  Drains  connected  to  Sewer 65 

House  Drains  provided  or  renewed from  65  to  100 

Heaps  of  refuse,  manure  and  other  nuisances  abated 70 

Plans  received  and  passed  GO 

Plans  referred  back  for  amendment,  about 23 

N.B. — Inspections  made  in  company  with  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
not  recorded. 

1 am,  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EKIC  G.  KINGWELL, 


Sanitary  and  Building  Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


TABLE  I. 


TaWe  showing  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Whole  District  during  1907  and  Previous  Years. 


Population 
estimated 
to  middle 

llirths. 

1 

Total  Deaths  Registered 
in  the  District. 

Total 

Deaths 

Deaths  of 
Non- 
residents 

Deaths  of 
Residents 
registered 

Nett  Deaths 
at  all  itges 

Year. 

Under  1 year. 

At  all  Ages. 

in  Public 
Institu- 

registered 

in  Public 
Institu- 

belonging  to 
t.b«  Diatrict. 

of  each 
year. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate  per 
1000 

No. 

Rate. 

tions  in 
the 

District. 

Institut- 
tions  in 

tions 

beyond 

Births 

regist’rd 

the 

District. 

the 

District. 

No. 

Rate. 

1897 

18773 

461 

24-55 

45 

87-60 

272 

14-70 

• • • 

• • • 

14 

286 

15-23 

1898 

18729 

488 

26-00 

37 

75-80 

247 

13-20 

... 

4 

251 

13-40 

1899 

18685 

481 

26-80 

57 

118  50 

275 

14-66 

... 

8 

283 

15-13 

1900 

18641 

441 

23-65 

46 

104-30 

256 

13-73 

... 

7 

263 

14-10 

1901 

17692 

389 

22-04 

31 

79-56 

220 

12-43 

... 

12 

232 

13-11 

1902 

17558 

424 

24-14 

31 

75-11 

214 

12-16 

... 

... 

17 

231 

13-16 

1903 

17424 

403 

2342 

36 

89-35 

208 

11-35 

... 

15 

223 

12-79 

1904 

17290 

396 

22-90 

41 

103-53 

249 

14-40 

... 

12 

261 

15-08 

19(15 

17156 

388 

22-61 

35 

91-66 

230 

14‘57 

... 

27 

257 

14-98 

1906 

17022 

389 

22-85 

40 

102-82 

219 

12-86 

... 

... 

14 

233 

13-68 

Averages 
for  years 
1897-1900. 

17897 

426 

23-86 

39 

98-23 

239 

13-40 

... 

... 

13 

252 

14-06 

1907 

16888 

360 

21-31 

36 

100-00 

229 

13-56 

... 

... 

12 

•241 

14-27 

Total  population  at  all  ages  at  last  Census  17692 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  „ 4077 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,,  4‘33 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered 

by  water)  132059 
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TABLE  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1907  and  previous  years  in  Eural  Distiicts  of  the  Barnstaple  Union. 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1906. 


Cases  notified 

in  whole  district. 

Total  cases  notified 
in  each  district. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

At 

Under 

1 

5 

15 

25 

66 

all 

1 

to 

to 

to 

to 

and 

No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

Ages 

year. 

5 

15 

26 

65 

above 

Small-pox 

• • • 

. • . 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

. . • 

• » « 

• • • 

• • 4 

4 • • 

Cholera  ... 

• • • 

... 

• • * 

. . . 

• • • 

• • • 

. • 4 

4 . 4 

4 4 • 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  croup)  ... 

! 9 

... 

1 

6 

2 

... 

... 

2 

4 

8 

Erysipelas 

10 

... 

... 

... 

1 

7 

2 

4 

1 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

51 

1 

10 

84 

8 

3 

• • 

11 

30 

10 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Euteric  Fever 

2 

... 

... 

... 

0 

... 

• • 

1 

1 

4 4 • 

Relapsing  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

* • • 

... 

• • « 

Continued  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

• • • 

1 

Plague 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

... 

4 • • 

... 

Totals 

78 

1 

11 

40 

8 

11 

2 

18 

86 

19 

TABLE  IV. 

Table  showing  the  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  tha  Year  1907. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Death  in  or  belonging  to  whole  District  at  subjoined  ages. 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  t. 
Localities  at  all  ages. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 and 
under  5 

6 and 
under  15 

15  and 
under  25 

25  and 
under  65 

65  and 
upwards 

No.  1 
District. 

No.  2 
District. 

No.  3 
District- 

Sniall-pox 

... 

Measles 

4 

. . • 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

• . • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

• • 

Whooping  Cough 

• . • 

. • . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• . • 

• •• 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

2 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

Croup 

... 

... 

... 

*• 

... 

• • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 Typhus  .... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Fever  n Enteric 

1 

... 

... 

1 

. . . 

• • . 

1 

. . . 

... 

( Other  Continued 

... 



... 

... 

• • . 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

Epidemic  influenza 

7 

... 

... 

1 

... 

2 

4 

4 

... 

3 

Cholera  ... 

. . • 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Plague 

. . • 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

... 

• • . 

. . . 

. . • 

. . 

... 

Diarrhoea... 

1 

« . . 

... 

... 

... 

1 

.. 

... 

1 

... 

Enteritis  ... 

. • . 

... 

... 

. . 

... 

. . . 

• . • 

. . • 

... 

... 

Puerperal  Fever 

... 

. 

. . . 

• •• 

... 

.. 

... 

... 

. • . 

... 

Ervsipelas 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

» • • 

Other  Septic  Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

... 

... 

1 

Phthisis,  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

16 

... 

... 

... 

2 

13 

1 

3 

11 

2 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

4 

1 

1 

... 

2 

. • . 

2 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

14 

... 

... 

1 

. • . 

G 

7 

4 

4 

6 

Bronchitis 

15 

2 

... 

• . . 

... 

2 

11 

7 

5 

3 

Pneumonia 

15 

7 

3 

... 

... 

3 

2 

5 

5 

5 

Pleurisy  ... 

1 

. . • 

. . . 

. . • 

... 

1 

... 

. • 

1 

... 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

. . . 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Alcoholism  ") 

1 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j " 

... 

... 

• • 

Venereal  Diseases 

. . . 

. • • 

... 

« . . 

• • . 

. • • 

. . • 

• . • 

• • . 

... 

Premature  Birth 

10 

10 

... 

... 

. . • 

... 

• • . 

5 

. • • 

5 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

1 

1 

... 

Heart  Diseases 

32 

• • . 

» • • 

3 

7 

22 

13 

12 

4 

Accidents  .. 

8 

. . . 

3 

... 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

4 

.Suicides  ... 

2 

... 

. • . 

1 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

1 

... 

1 

All  other  causes 

92 

15 

1 

1 

1 

19 

55 

30 

29 

33 

All  Causes  ... 

229 

36 

12 

n 

4 

9 

61 

104 

79 

78 

72 
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TABLE  V. 

Tilble  showing  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  190<.  Deaths  from  stated 
causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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TABLE  VI. 

Table  showing  the  Deaths  from  Cancer  and  Phthisis,  Birchs,  Deaths  and  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases 

in  each  village  of  the  No.  1 District  for  the  year  1907. 
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TABLE  VIII. 

Table  showing  the  Deaths  from  Cancer  and  Plithisis,  Births,  Deaths  and  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases 

in  each  village  of  the  No.  3 District  for  the  year  i907. 
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TABLE  V. 

Tilble  sbowing  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  190<.  Deaths  from  stated 
causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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TABLE  X. 


Rainfall  and  Temperature  in  North  Devon  and  at  Simonsbath,  for  the  Year  1907. 
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Inches.  Date. 

Max. 

Date. 

Min, 

Date, 

Lynmouth  (Rock  House),  T.  H.  Mead-Brigga  ... 

20 

38 '76 

219 

2-02 

Deo.  4th 

79  degs. 

July  20th 

21  degs. 

Feb.  2nd 

Barnstaple  (North  Devon  Athenaeum),  T.  IVainwright 

2.5 

35-66 

222 

1-22 

Dec.  4th 

81 '2  degs. 

July  20th 

20  degs. 

Feb.  3rd 

Ilfracombe,  M.  W.  Tattam 

35 

39-15 

211 

1-44 

Dec,  4th 

74  '2  degs. 

July  20th 

24-8  degs. 

Jan,  2vth 

Braun  ton  Light  House,  W.  H- Stabb  ...  ...  

40 

21-15 

169 

-94 

Dec.  4th 

tWoolacombe,  Lady  Chichester,  per  R.  N.  Kivell  

60 

26-44 

196 

1-12 

Deo.  4th 

78-8  degs. 

July  20th 

23-4  degs. 

Jan.  24th 

Northam  (St.  Helens).  Miss  Bowles  

67 

29-40 

203 

1-17 

Dec.  4th 

Santon  (Preston  House),  Miss  Durham 

75 

34-23 

176 

1-38 

May  1st 

Pilton  (Broadgate  House),  Miss  Hibbert  

83 

.37-11 

227 

1-28 

Dec.  4th 

Abbotsham,  Mrs.  C- Hibbert  ...  

87 

32-91 

224 

1-12 

Dec.  4th 

79  degs. 

July  20th 

19  degs. 

Feb.  3rd 

Instow,  Miss  Lock 

100 

28-36 

175 

1-12 

Dec.  4th 

Newport  (King’s  Close),  C.  H.  Pitts-Tucker  ... 

138 

36-21 

234 

1-28 

Dec.  4th 

Northam,  Rev.  Preb.  Diamond-Churchward 

173 

31-80 

206 

1-18 

Deo.  4th 

78  degs. 

J uly  22nd,  23rd 

20  degs. 

Jan.  22nd 

Hartland  Abbey,  G.  Sleep... 

222 

35-54 

190 

1-25 

Dec.  4tli 

Horwood,  Rev- John  Dene 

288 

31-24 

211 

1-07 

Dec.  4th 

78  degs 

July  17th 

20  degs. 

Jan.  22nd,  23rd 

Lynmouth  (Gwynallt),  A.  L.  Ford  

300 

40  55 

203 

2-02 

Dec.  4th 

Filleigh  (Castle  Hill  Gardens),  E.  E.  Bristow 

317 

35-14 

197 

1-31 

Aug.  17  th 

82  degs. 

July  20th 

16  degs. 

Feb.  3rd 

Alverdiscott,  F A.  Trevan  

3.30 

Gammaton,  H West  

335 

35-60 

188 

1-05 

Aug.  17th 

Torrington  (Enfield),  G-  M.  Doe  ...  

336 

36-63 

230 

1-03 

Dec.  4tli 

79  degs. 

July  20th 

16  degs. 

Feb.  .3rd 

Filleigh  (School  House),  W.  H.  Reeve  ... 

363 

40-16 

242 

1-23 

Aug.  17th 

80-1  degs. 

July  20th 

16-6  degs. 

Feb.  3rd 

Ilfracombe  (Reservoir),  0- M- Prouse  

380 

48-94 

252 

1-56 

Dec.  4th 

St.  Giles  Stevenstone),  W.  Gillies 

420 

39-17 

224 

1-08 

Oct.  28tli 

82  degs. 

July  20th 

19  degs. 

Jan.  33rd,  24th 

Southmolton,  F.  Day  ...  ...  

610 

43-76 

217 

1-10 

April  20th 

Arlington  Court,  Lady  Chichester  

612 

66-24 

228 

1-60 

Oct.  16th 

80  degs. 

July  20th 

20  degs. 

Feb.  2nd 

West  Buckland  (Devon  County  School),  G,  C,  Fry 

681 

42-40 

211 

1-25 

Aug  17.  Dec  4 

79  degs. 

July  20th 

26.6  degs. 

Jan,  25th 

Parracomhe,  Rev.  J,  F.  Chanter 

795 

54-97 

208 

2-20 

Oct,  16th 

Martinhoe,  Rev.  R.  W.  Oldham 

808 

43  05 

211 

1-56 

Deo.  4th 

Challacomhe,  Ilfracombe  U.  D.  Council  (per  A.  Leworthy  .. 

825 

68-17 

239 

1-93 

Oct  16th 

Simonsbath,  Rev.  H F.  Ramsay  ...  ...  ... 

1098  1 

66-86 

231  ) 

2-23 

Oct.  16th 

75  degs. 

July  20th 

13  degs. 

Feb.  3rd 

t Woolacorabe,  bright  sunshine,  1,6521  hours.  Sunless  days,  82. 
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